POWERSTOCK & NORTH POORTON PARISH COUNCIL

Given below are the minutes of the parish council meeting of the above parish council held at Powerstock Hut, on Monday 22nd September 2025
PRESENT:  Cllr Lester-Card, Cllr Goringe, Cllr Marsh, Cllr M Poole, Cllr N Poole, Cllr Goringe, Dorset Cllr Eysenck
  0 x members of the public.  Mrs A Stephenson recorded the minutes

1. PUBLIC FORUM

· Cllr Marsh asked who owned the trough in the square – cllrs assume this is Glebe House as it appears to be part of their land.
· Pot holes top of Welcome Hill

· Cllr Butler had sent in word that he was not happy with Dorset Council Highways with regards to the proposed Trailway as Dorset Council are preparing to invest in a public right of way and he has been advised it will permanently obstruct the length of the railway (as this is not a permissive right of way).  DC Cllr Eysenck updated all with regards to more information on the Trailway.  PC are concerned if land owners are fully onboard and being given the correct information.  PC suggests DC CLlr Eysenck speak to Cllr Butler directly.  Concerns from PC that the proposed Trailway goes through Powerstock Common which is a wildlife area which could be disrupted by people going through it.  Some Cllrs felt that the PC have not been consulted about this.

2.  APOLOGIES
Cllr Fooks, Cllr Butler
3. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

None
4. TO RECEIVE MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The Chairman asked if everyone had both received and read the minutes of the last meeting, if so, were they a true record.  ALL AGREED that the minutes were a true record.  The minutes were duly signed.

5.  TO RECEIVE MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES

None
**  Cllr Seal entered the meeting at this point **

6.  TO RECEIVE FINANCIAL MATTERS

(a) Current account stands at £6,364.96  Business account stands at £2,311.30 with interest received of £2.64
(b) NALC and SLCC have agreed the latest pay award increase which means although the Clerk stays on the same scale point of 23, the amount paid per month increases to £285.60 which has to be backdated to April 2025.  Therefore the cheque for this month’s wages will reflect this increase and back payment.
(c) Clerks wages for past month £264.20, HMRC £6.20, clerk’s expenses for last 3 months £101.20
(d) Budget for 2026/2027 had been sent to all.  It was agreed to accept the Budget as it stood.  Proposed by Cllr M Poole and Seconded by Cllr Goringe
7. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
P/TRC/2025/04762 – Glebe House, South Poorton to St Mary’s Church – T1 Magnolia – Fell

P/TRC/2025/05239 – Camp Eden, West Milton – T1 Ash – Fell

P/TRC/2025/05281 – Glenview Cottage, Kings Lane – T1 Scots Pine – Fell

P/TRC/2025/05309 – Jonathan Cottage, Ruscombe Lane – T1 Cypress - Fell

TPO/2025/0069 – Tree preservation order made for Land at Glebe House, Powerstock – T1 Magnolia
P/MPO/2025/05402 – Lower Townsend Farm, Powerstock – Discharge of a planning obligation dated 5th July 2016 relating to planning permission number WD/D/15/002508 for conversion of an outbuilding to residential accommodation, to discharge section 106 agreement – Object – The restriction was placed on the property so that if the development took place then the houses couldn’t be sold separately. The development did take place, so therefore  the restriction should remain in place.  Will set a precedent 
8.  ASSERTION 10 – DIGITAL & DATA COMPLIANCE

This is a new requirement for the External Audit from next year.  It will enhance digital accountability, reduce GDPR & FOI risks, ensures securtiy and professional communication and supports transparency and governance standard.  What this means for us.....Clerk is booked on Assertion 10 training in October to ensure PC are operating under the new requirements.  We will be required to change our website and email address to a .gov.uk version.  However, DAPTC have recommended ‘Parish Online’ which is offering a free package that includes this – this would then help us to meet governance requirements.  Clerk is looking into this.  Councillors agreed to the free package.  Clerk to report back.  Proposed by Cllr M Poole, Seconded by Cllr Jones and agreed by all.
9.  INFORMATION FROM COUNCILLOR

DC Cllr Eysenck had spoken about the Trailway earlier in the meeting.  He also reminded everyone about the Local Plan and Transport Plan (details had been emailed to all Councillors by Clerk).  He advised Cllrs to also look at green energy sites within this Plan as it details potential sites which have been proposed in/near to the Parish.
DC Cllrs Eysenck updated all on the following:

Barrowlands surface – final topping coming soon.  Will be closed in November

Larcombe Lane bridge – he has looked at this and chased up but Dorset Council say there is currently no money.  This has been escalated higher

10. CORRESPONDENCE
Road closures received for various roads as detailed
11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 27th October 2025
Meeting closed at 8.48pm
                                     Signed............................................................                  Date...........................................
PAGE  
1

