POWERSTOCK & NORTH POORTON PARISH COUNCIL

Given below are the minutes of the Annual General meeting of the above parish council held at the Hut, Powerstock on  19th May 2025.  The meeting commenced at 8.02pm.

PRESENT:  Cllr. S. Lester-Card (Chairman), Cllr Fooks, Cllr Marsh, Cllr Butler, Cllr Seale, Cllr Jones, Cllr M Poole, Cllr Goringe, Mrs A Stephenson recorded the minutes

1.  PUBLIC FORUM

General pot holes although seveeral have been marked up ready for potential work?
Cllr N Poole had sent in an update about the bridge that had been damaged by a horse and rider.  The horse had to be put dwn.  A new bridge has been fabricated and is with the contractor waiting for installation when they have time.  Dorset Council have paid for it and decided not to pursue the horse owner.

2.  APOLOGIES

Cllr N Poole
3.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS

CHAIRMAN – As there had been no applications received for Chairman, Mr. Lester-Card was asked to be re-elected for another term of office.  Cllr. Marsh proposed Cllr. Lester-Card be re-elected as Chairman, Cllr. Butler seconded the proposal.  ALL AGREED.  Cllr. Lester-Card duly signed the Declaration of Office notice.

VICE CHAIRMAN – As no-one had come forward to be Vice Chairman for the following year, Cllr. Lester-Card asked Mr Butler if he would be prepared to carry on for another year.  Mr Butler had replied he would.  Cllr. M Poole proposed Mr Butler be elected as Vice Chairman.  Cllr. Fooks seconded.  Cllr. Butler duly signed the Declaration of Office notice.

Cllr Goringe entered the meeting at this point.

Councillors in other roles agreed to carry these on for another year.  
All Councillors present signed the Declaration Of Office notice.  
4.  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

None
5.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The Chairman asked if everyone had both received and read the minutes of the last meeting, if so, were they a true record.  ALL AGREED that the minutes were a true record.  The minutes were duly signed.

6. MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES

With regards to pot hole that Cllr Butler had raised at a previous meeting, Clerk had spoken to Stuart Smith at Dorset Council Highways who said it had already been assessed and there was felt to be no problem.  However since this time Cllr Butler advised that Highways have been out and marked it ready for works
New pads for the defib have been installed by Cllr Butler and we are awaiting the Ambulance Trust to now add this device online.
7.  FINANCE REPORT

a)  The balance of the Current account is £8,728.40 after having received the first half of the precept of £2.500, The Savings account stands at ££awaiting statement
b) The only donation requests that had been received were from Citizens Advice Bureau.  It was proposed by Cllr Butler to donate £300 to CAB and this was seconded by Cllr. Seal.  
c)  It was agreed to donate £300 to Powerstock PCC, proposed by Cllr M Poole and seconded by Cllr Marsh – clerk to remid them it is to cover all 3 churchyards
d)  Parish Council insurance had come in at £209.68 - it was proposed to accept this by Cllr Fooks and seconded by Cllr Butler
e) The following cheques were authorised by the council:  Clerk’s wages (for past month) £221.34, HMRC £55.40, Leigh Hansford for internal audit £20, Parish Council insurance £209.68,  Citizens Advice Bureau for £3000, Powerstock PCC £300, Cllr Butler for defib pads £77.65, DAPTC Subs £197.15
f) The External Audit has been completed by the Clerk and was handed to all Councillors to view.  It was proposed by Cllr. Butler and seconded by Cllr. Marsh to approve Section 1 – Statement of Accounts, Section 2 – Annual Governance Statement.  It was noted that all the answers to Section 2 were Yes other than where they were not applicable.  This was agreed and accepted by all.  Exemption Certificate to be sent off.

g)  The internal audit had been undertaken and no issues were found.  This was agreed to be accepted by Cllr Butler and seconded by Cllr Marsh
8.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
P/PABA2/2025/02182 – Land West of Ruscombe Lane and north of Leigh Gate Lane, West Milton
The application was for prior approval – Councillors were concerned about the end use being for agricultural use and felt it needs to go to Planning Committee

9. INFORMATION FROM DORSET COUNCILLOR
Not present but information he had shared had been distributed by email to all Councillors.
10.  CORRESPONDENCE

Various correspondence which was available for all to read. 
11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

The date of the next meeting is 30th June 2025 (Clerk is unable to do 23rd June).
Meeting closed at 8.25 pm

Signed............................................................                  Date...........................................
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